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A GIFT TO THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM. 




HERE has lately been present- 
ed to the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum by a former Paris cor- 
respondent of The New York 
Tribune, Mr. W. H. Hunt- 
ington, an important and ex- 
ceedingly curious collection 
of American iconography. Mr. Huntington began 
this collection about 1866, and since then he has 
devoted heart, mind and purse to gathering souve- 
nirs and images of Franklin, Washington, Lafayette 
and other ce- 
lebrities emi- 
nent in Ameri- 
can history, not 
only carrying 
on his re- 
searches in the 
dusty portfolios 
of the innumer- 
able print deal- 
ers of Paris, 
but being in 
correspondence 
with Dutch, 
German, Rus- 
sian, and even 
Japanese col- 
1 abo rat o rs. 
Among the 
many oddities 
of the collection 
are two poly- 
chrome Japan- 
ese faience 
plaques, repre- 
senting Frank- 
lin and Wash- 
ington in Jap- 
anese dress. 

Roughly 
speaking, the 
Huntington 
collection is 
composed of 
some fifteen 
hundred en- 
gravings prints 
and lithographs 
and over three 
hundred busts, 
statuettes, min- 
iatures and so 
forth. The 
mere enumera- 
tion of the ma- 
terials of which 



jects in the Huntington collection is a white biscuit 
group of Louis XVI. and Franklin, ratifying the treaty 
between France and the United States. This group 
was made, probably by Lemire, at Niederviller, at a 
porcelain manufactory at one time in the possession 
of General Custine, who served in the Rochambeau 
expedition. It is believed that only four copies of this 
group are in existence. One of them was found by 
Mr. Hoppin in Rhode Island ; the other three have 
all passed through the hands of Paris dealers within 
the past ten years. An illustration of this curious 
group is given herewith. Another rarity is a small 
bronze equestrian statue of Washington, a magnifi- 




LOUIS XVI. AND FRANKLIN RATIFYING THE TREATY BETWEEN FRANCE AND AMERICA. 

GROUP BY LEMIRE, IN NIEDERVILLER BISCUIT, PRESENTED TO THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART. 



ton) ; ten pieces of Wedgwood ware, including three 
medallions of Benjamin Franklin, Governor Franklin 
and William Temple Franklin. The collection of 
Washington engravings is a very fine one. It com- 
prises two hundred of the portraits mentioned in Mr. 
W. S. Baker's catalogue of the engraved portraits of 
Washington (Philadelphia, 1880), together with thirty 
unknown to Mr. Baker, among which twenty are of 
extreme rarity, notably a portrait by Savage in stip- 
ple ; a head in profile line engraving in a round bor- 
der resting on a tablet with war symbols and olive 
branches ; a coarse colored wood-engraving, grossly 
copied from Le Roy's portrait, representing in blue- 
green breeches 
and waistcoat 
and pink coat, 
"Le Ce'lebre 
General G. 
Washi n gton, 
Ge'ne'raldes An- 
glos- A meri- 
quains ;" a fine 
copy of the 
Peale mezzo- 
tint, of extreme 
rarity, and a 
line engraving 
by Alexander 
Campbell of 
".George Wash- 
ington, Esq., 
General and 
Commander-in- 
Chief of the 
Continental 
Army in Amer- 
ica." 

A number of 
collections of 
the engraved 
portraits of 
Washi ngto n 
have been form- 
ed already, and 
although that 
of Mr. Hunt- 
ington contains 
a larjge num- 
ber- of rarities 
and curious 
"states," it is 
doubtless sur- 
passed in com- 
pleteness by 
several Ameri- 
can collections. 
On the other 
hand Mr. Hunt- 
ington's Frank- 



the objects are 

made is curious ; it takes one almost through the 
whole alphabet, for there are objects in alabaster, bis- 
cuit, brass, bronze, cameo, carnelian, clay, copper, en- 
amel, faience, galvanoplastie, glass, ivory, iron, lead, 
marble, onyx, pastel, porcelain, plaster, parchment, 
Sevres china, silk, terra-cotta, wax, wood and zinc, to 
say nothing of oil paintings on canvas, snuff-boxes, 
rings, drawer-pulls, and other indescribable articles 
on which figure the features of the great American 
patriots. A Swiss named Du Simitiere, who lived in 
America in Revolutionary times, made a set of twelve 
drawer-pulls ornamented with the heads of patriots, a 
set well known to collectors. Among the choicest ob- 



cent piece of work by Houdon, and doubtless unique, 
for the bronze is evidently a " cire perdue." Yet 
other rarities are two bronze statuettes of Franklin 
and Washington, attributed with reason to Houdon ; 
a " cire perdue" bust of Lafayette used by Clesinger 
for the statue of Lafayette on which he was engaged 
at the moment of his death ; an English snuff-box with 
a portrait of Franklin, signed " Sauvage," which ex- 
perts consider to have been done from life, as it is 
different from all the other portraits ; a miniature, 
the authorship of which has finally been attributed to 
Peale, after having long been ascribed to Copley (this 
miniature was engraved for Irving's Life of Washing- 



lin collection is 
certainly the most complete that has yet been made. 
Besides the two hundred engraved portraits of Frank- 
lin, three hundred engraved portraits of Washing- 
ton and two hundred of Lafayette, the Huntington 
gift comprises an almost complete iconography of 
Kosciusko and of Paul Jones, two complete sets of 
Du Simitiere's heads of the heroes of the War of In- 
dependence, some five hundred engravings of colo- 
nial governors, generals and other personages relating 
to American history, together with a miscellaneous 
lot of caricatures and historical scenes. As for the 
value of the collection, a Parisian dealer estimates 
that it would fetch at auction ten thousand dollars. 

[Copyright by Montague Marks, 1888.] 



